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SHREVEpORT REGIONAL ARTS COUNCIL/CITY OF SHREVEPORT

FELLOWSHIP GUIDELINES

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Thursday, June 29, 2017 by 4:00 PM

The Arts are an essential part of life in Shreveport.  The Shreveport Regional Arts Council (SRAC) is a catalyst for participation, education, development, and promotion of excellence in the Arts.  It is our responsibility to support established arts organizations, nurture emerging arts organizations, and assist individual artists.  Individual artists are the lifeblood of the Arts.  This non-matching Fellowship Award Category is designed to award and enable Shreveport’s artists of exceptional talent the opportunity to pursue their artistic goals.

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS is Thursday, June 29, 2017. 
All applications must either be hand delivered to or received at the Shreveport Regional Arts Council (SRAC) no later than 4:00 pm, Thursday, June 29, 2017. 
All applicants must be registered on the Northwest Louisiana Artist Directory @ www.nwlaartists.org Registration, Resume, Artist Statement and Samples of Work must be submitted online by Thursday, June 29, 2017, 4:00 p.m.  Applications including completed online submissions received after the deadline are ineligible.  Late applications will be ineligible.  Faxed or emailed applications will not be accepted.  

The Shreveport Regional Arts Council will NOT accept handwritten applications.
Applications must be typed and submitted on the attached forms. Blank application forms may be copied for individual use.  A computer is available for your use at the SRAC office.  To reserve the use of the computer please call 673-6500. The application is also available online at the SRAC website: www.shrevearts.org.
These guidelines are to assist you in completing the application form for individual Artist Fellowship awards.  For further assistance you may contact Jazmin Jernigan, Community Development Director of the Shreveport Regional Arts Council at (318) 673-6500 or email Jazmin@shrevearts.org .

ARTIST FELLOWSHIPS

Non-matching Artist Fellowships are cash awards in recognition of artistic excellence that enable artists to pursue their artistic goals.  It is the intent of the Shreveport Regional Arts Council to acknowledge distinguished fellows of the highest caliber in each discipline of the arts.                                                             

FELLOWSHIP  AMOUNTS

Artist Fellowships are available to artists selected from each of six disciplines.  Professional jurors, recommended by the SRAC Juried Artists’ Roster, make the selections.  Jurors have the option not to award a fellowship in a category. 
TYPE OF FELLOWSHIP

Applicants must designate a specific arts discipline in which to be considered.  The disciplines and examples of the types of categories of art within the discipline include the following:

· Dance: Performance or Choreography

· Literature: Fiction, Creative Nonfiction, Poetry 

· Music: Vocal Performance, Instrumental Performance, Composition 

· Theatre: Playwriting, Acting, Directing, Spoken Word
· Visual Arts: Please refer to the application for a full list.
· Multi-Disciplinary: An Artist that demonstrates proficiency in 2 or more disciplines of Art.
ELIGIBILITY

Applicants should have demonstrated professional experience in their fields, with a serious career commitment and some degree of peer acceptance, either as emerging artists of outstanding promise or as established artists with a body of work.

1. The applicant must be a legal resident of Shreveport, Louisiana, and must have been domiciled and actually resided in the City for at least the preceding 24 months prior to the application deadline.  Or the artist may have owned taxable property (studio space) in the City of Shreveport for at least 24 consecutive months.   

2. Students or persons enrolled in an arts-related degree or certificate-granting program at the grant deadline are not eligible to apply.

3. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age.

4. No artist may submit more than one SRAC fellowship application per application year.

5. Previous recipients of Shreveport Regional Arts Council Artist Fellowships are not eligible to apply again

under the same art discipline for seven (7) years. 

6. The Shreveport Regional Arts Council encourages former applicants who have not received a fellowship to reapply. 

7. Artists must submit online samples of work with their application. See instructions for preparation of samples of work.  Each discipline has a separate set of instructions for submitting samples. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Artist Fellowships will be awarded primarily on the basis of the quality of the work submitted for review. In addition, jurors will consider the following criteria:

1. Artistic excellence as demonstrated by consistent level of quality, creativity, and technical proficiency in the artist's work

2. Artistic focus and consistent artistic development as evidenced by the body of work submitted

3. Demonstrated career commitment and/or achievement

4. Quality and appropriateness of documentation materials and samples of work.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE APPLICATION FORM 
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1. Provide all the information about yourself as requested. Note that information about your birth date and Shreveport residency are eligibility requirements. 

2. Collection of race/ethnicity and special characteristics is used for statistical analysis and reporting.  It is not considered in the decision-making process for Fellowship Recipients. 
3. Submit online a full copy of your artist résumé and artist statement.  
Check the type of fellowship for which you are applying.  Sub-categories are listed to help you determine the type of fellowship for which you are applying. The choice of work samples should be representative of the type of fellowship you are requesting with this application. If you are unsure about which sub-category to check, contact the SRAC staff.

PAGE 2 - SAMPLES OF WORK FORM
5. PLEASE REFERENCE THESE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DETAILED INFORMATION ON HOW TO SUBMIT SAMPLES OF WORK FOR EACH DISCIPLINE.

Samples should be recent work of high quality, 50% or more created in the last 5 years, clearly featuring the applicant artist.  The samples must be correctly labeled and the SAMPLES OF WORK page must be completed.  Note: Previous SRAC Fellowship recipients may not submit work samples that were completed prior to the award of previous fellowship(s).  

Audio Samples  -  Provide the title, artist name, length of the entire work [not the sample segment you are submitting], and the date of completion or performance. 

Video Samples – Provide the title, artist name, length of the entire work [not the sample segment you are submitting], and the date of completion or performance.  Submit samples in which you are clearly featured. Identify the fellowship applicant. If the sample includes other performers, provide a list titled “PARTICIPATING PERFORMERS” with their names, their roles or instruments. CLEARLY IDENTIFY YOURSELF on this list [what you are wearing, playing, your position on the screen, etc.]. Creators and directors should describe their approach to the work in relation to the sample submitted or vice versa. Please include all written documentation with your application. 
Manuscripts - Provide the title, length of the complete work, and date of publication. 
Visual Samples  - provide the title, medium of the work, size, and date of completion. 

Optional  Documentary Materials - Submit up to 3 supplemental materials to your Directory Profile of the applicant’s choosing.  These are the “documentary” materials in that they evidence the dissemination of the work.  Documentary materials may include, but are not limited to, photographs, press clippings, promotional materials, etc.  This should be included with your application.
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6.   Artist’s Statement - In the space provided online discuss your work, including philosophy or approach, and description of content, subject matter, and technical approach.
Page 4

7. Check that your Resume, Artist’s Statement, Samples of Work are submitted online.  Resume, Artist’s
Statement and optional materials are viewed only after the juror(s) have selected the finalists from the initial group of eligible applicants by view of the SAMPLES OF WORK.  

8. Read, sign and date the Certification Statement.  Unsigned applications are considered ineligible.     Please sign in BLUE INK. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING SAMPLES OF WORK
Remember:  All applicants must include the following information: Artist Résumé, Artist Statement, and Samples of Work (50% or more created in the last 5 years).  Previous SRAC Fellowship recipients may not submit work samples that were completed prior to the award of previous fellowship(s).
NOTE: Award decisions are based heavily on samples of work. Therefore, it is very important to submit samples online
· of the highest quality

· of recent work

· that take into consideration quality and consistency in the body of work submitted for review

IMPORTANT:  Please note the specific instructions below for submitting samples of work.  Failure to follow these instructions may result in rejection of your application without review.
Also see specific instructions for the various disciplines for additional requirements.  Pay close attention to the discipline you are referencing to prepare your samples.  
DANCE

Performance and Choreography: Submit 3 samples of performances to the online Artist Directory, limited to a maximum of 10 minutes total.  Choreography: The choreographer should also submit a one-page typewritten description with your application of his or her artistic approach to the samples of work as posted online. PLEASE SUBMIT AS A PART OF YOUR PORTFOLIO.
MUSIC 

Instrumental or vocal performance and musical composition:  Submit no more than 3 samples of work to the online Artists Directory, limited to a maximum of 5 minutes total.
Composers should also include a copy of the score in manuscript form on 8½” x 11” inch sheet, copied front and back.  Mark score and cued to the same passage as posted online.  Please include with application form.  
LITERATURE 

1. Select only one of the following choices for your submission of work samples:

· Prose (Fiction and Creative Non-Fiction):  Submit a maximum of 10 pages of samples of work online to the Artists Directory.
· Poetry:  Submit a maximum of 10 pages of your best work online to the Artists Directory.  No more than one poem should be on a single page. 
· Combination of Prose and Poetry:  Submit a maximum of 10 pages of your best work online to the Artists Directory.  
Note: Spoken word artists who exclusively perform their own work should apply under the Theatre discipline.

THEATER

Acting: Submit three (3) selections of up to a maximum of (5) minutes total online to the Artist Directory. One sample monologue of 3-5 minutes is recommended as one of your selections. Variety in characterizations is encouraged.
Directing: Submit three (3) selections of up to a maximum of (5) minutes total online to the Artists Directory.  The director should also submit a one-page typewritten description of his or her artistic approach to the samples presented. Please include this with application.
Playwriting: Submit ten (10) samples of work with a maximum of up to 30 pages online to the Artists Directory.  Submit one complete act or scene. If the play is a musical theater work, a media file of the music should accompany the script. A plot summary may be included as part of the sample. 

Set Design: Submit a maximum of ten (10) digital images online to the Artists Directory. Sample should illustrate actors using the set(s), set changes and, specifically, any moving sets, if appropriate. .
VISUAL ARTS 

Submit a maximum of ten (10) digital images online to the Artists Directory.  Drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography, glass, ceramics, fiber, wood, metals, installations and mixed media: 

Photography: Submit a maximum of ten (10) digital images online to the Artists Directory.
Visual Arts Installations: Submit a maximum of ten (10) digital images online to the Artists Directory.
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ARTS

The Multi-Disciplinary Fellowship application must include sustained and documented success in two of the recognized disciplines.  At a minimum, the Multi-Disciplinary Fellowship applicant should be able to document through Samples of Work a track record of originality and dedication to the creation and execution of performed works. Submit a maximum of 10 samples of work online to the Artist Directory.  An artistic statement must be included so that a counterpoint can be established between what the applicant ideally wants to accomplish and the perceived impact of the multi-discipline work on audiences, fellow artists, and artistic merit.
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